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ast Bay into a luxurious grown-up retrea‘
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MATTHEW MILLMAN




c'url:.' fl|] Vears agn, Mary Bohinsan
and Tim Flato and their three
vaaring childeen moved into a 1904
Craftsmnn an o tree-lined street in
Piedrmont. 1t lad a gigantic kitehen
with an island pedect lor secving
hurried breakfosts and o grassy, fenced-in backvard
where the kids coubd run wild. Over the nest two decades
the house served e family selflessly, allowing its walls
to b seratched amcl nickesl, its grass to be trampbed and
ils mapde Boors Lo leee their gloss, 5o when the couples
last child, following in the foststeps of his bwe older sib-
lings, traded his bedroam for o eramped (but liberating)
clorm eoaem 300 mitles away the couple began to look ol
theeir beboved home with fresloees, " We et then bang the
place up for while, and now it was time to create the pee-
fict home for just the tses of sz, says Bobinson, whn never
consilersd dovwmsizing even alter the children moved out.
“Wie lewe this house, and we aren't going anywhere,”
Love may be blind, but the couple could clearly
sep that the ouse was in mecd of some Fll:'ﬂ.rf'l'."g.‘-ilﬁl'llﬂ
lelp. First they brought in Oaklond loneksecape desigrer
Hancy Kent to help them turn teir backyard—with a
splintered obd deck and patches of dict where ihe grass
refusged to grow hack after the thousandth game ol
sgCCEr=intn @ grown-up reteeat with a stone patio, a
Il tub, an outdoeos dining area, flowering bushes and
trees, and, of course, new bright-green grase. When they
mentioned they were lsoking for somcane to handle the
interiors, kent recommended Kathleen Mavarra, a San
Frisnciseo-based designer amd the co-owner of lak Home,
o charming furnishings shop in Pacific Heighis, *We
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“We let them bang the place up for while,
and now it was time to create the perfect
home for just the two of us.”
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Thee: famnily rooem’s brick red
wall color was inspleed by
the pops of red in the Osbame

& Lieth= fabric thay Bavarm
choae for the solas accesl
pillows and the breakfas noak
banquette {not picend |

checked out her website amd saw so many proj-
ects that weloved,” says Robinsen. "We deciied
i just trust hier mnd let haer do Iu'rtjliil.;.'

The couple approached MNavarra with
a very limbted list of requests that included ndding a tub to
their master bath and shrinking the sversize kitchen i=land.
“Whien Kathleen and her assistant hirgl came over 1o clweck
il the howse, her assistant exclaimed, "That's not an island;
that's acontinent” " recalls Robinson, who koew instantly that
thr!.' wirre all on the same page. MNovarra also g an immedi-
ate sense that they would work well together: "1 presented
them with a few aptions for the Kitchen, snd they ended up
golng with the most rndicel one. [ said, ° like them ulrr.'\ud}'!”

Mavarra opted to reduce the square footage of the
kitchen, which shares one lrge open space with the break-
fast area and family rooms, but eptimize its efficiency,
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Becouse Robinson loves to cook, Navarea hid
a blast tricking out the kitchen with hidden
details, such as a sliding cabinet door along
sicde the new Woll cookiop that holds all of
Robinson's ails, spices and vinegors, Her Kitchen Aid mixer
also has its own cabinet, which ralses up to counter heigh
when it's time to bake, Trosh and recyveling bins are hidden
but at e ready, and a new diminative island, with a buatcher-
hlock top and bar seating for two, gives Eobinson plenty of
rosat bo prepare meals or just hang out. ~The kitchen is just so
pretty now, [ actually love to come down here in the moening
and read a book,” says Mary. The pretty factor was upped with
gray-and-white Calncatta marble tiles, new windows above
the sink that mirror the century-nld detailing of the originals
throughout the rest of the house and white beadloard walls
lining a couy breakfast nook,
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“Once we had the contractors here, it was
pretty easy for us to say, ‘Let’s just keep going.”

The breakfnst nook. its banquette upholstered in o graphic
Osborne & Little Tabric with pops of brick red. replaced an
impasing dining toble that separated the kitchen from the
family room. With the table gone and some square footage
snatehed back from the kitchen, the family room was suddenly
much larger, Movarra tapped inte some of that new space to
give Kobinson one Last thing she wos dreaming of—her own
office area with ample storage. Navarra designed the desk
ancd built-in shelving to match the kitschen cabinets, while the
beadboard aecents and bobd red walls compect it to Lhe fwmily
rooir. T1 wioald never hove picked out that red bnoa million
venrs, Bul that's exactly why we hired Kathlisen, We absalutely
bover b, says Robinson of the vivid paint color that now coats
thee walls in the family room, Navarra says it was inspiced by
the Oshorne & Little fabric, which shows up
again in throw pillaws on the mily room's
swhest-colored seetbeipal sofi.

Despite the dust and noise during the
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Aftar the kitchen. the penultimate
Iransfarmation sooarmed inthe
et ha B, which [urrn.;lrll,'
Dl e Bt htuls, Navarra mectified
et sl 1aak evor o closed o
make reoim for a dowble vanity

mionths of renovation, tle couple was o pleased with the
results that they asked Novarra bt continue designing
stroight through to the downstairs living room. “Ohce we
had contractors here, it waos pretty cosy for us to say, ‘Lels
just keep going,” says Robinson, “Breause as we all know,
onee contraciors go away, it can be baed to get them back,”
Muvarra trinsformisd the living room from a “Miana-esgue”
peach-amd-aqua parlor inte a sunny sitting room with
Moroccan influences, The rog featwres a quateefoil pattern,
which s repeatied in some of the fabrbes and furnishings. Many
of the couple’s existing picces were incorporated, thanks to
mevw upholstery and paint. A pair of classic Donghin wicker
chairs was stained a dark brown fo match reapholstered
cushions, while anuther existing chair lost its skirt, had its
begs refinished and was covered in light-hlue
patterned fnhrie, French doors :swing aped to
the stone patio outside. “We spend 2o mach
rrere Limae outside now,” =ys FRohinsomn, "Amnd
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