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HEN THE OAKLAND HILLS, CALIF., BRUSH FIRES DESTROYED ANNETTE AND TOM COUNTS

1 90 A s =t Connage stvle house and the surroundime nelehborhood, the voung
couple, like most of their neighbors, were determaned o rebuild. Unsure of
ERACTIY ‘-'\.!I.lr\I'..II'\IIIII'l!r!l:'i’llilll-I!I.::I Crsey '-.-...':I'-i'-':\i i, they consuled ar hirect
Chris Wasney, of € II\I:. Anderson Wasney in Palo Aleo, who drove chem chrough a stacely

section of the Berkeley hills where several Shingle-sovle bungalows caughe ther eve. " We tel

In typical Craftsman character, the exterior is sheathed with red cedar shingles
Durable slare tles combine with a handsome maple-and-bronze pancled door 1o
create a warm welcome in the entry hall In the living room, an exotic hardwood mantel

and maple floors reflect the homeowners” preference for simple beauty and elegance
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in love with the Crafesman aesthetic,” Annerre recalls. “Bur we wanted our new
house to be bright and spacious. Chris helped us realize whar we were afrer.” The
collaboration bore happy fruit indeed: a modern interpretation of the local vernacular,
complete with three bedrooms and 2,370 sq. fr. of family living space.

Restricted by the narrow, steeply pitched hillside lor, Wasney's design paired a
cedar-shingled facade with graduated levels thar “step up”™ wich the site to maximiae
building area and rake advaneage of hillside views, The kirchen, family room, dining
rocm, and children’s bedrooms are situated on che main level of che house, making i
the focus of family activity. The garage and a scorage area ocoupy the lower level, whils
the upper level is devored to the master suite. A wide, sun-filled gallery bisccrs che
sprawling space, providing a constant source of narural lighe and easy access to the back-
yard. “The kids always complain that there are no dark places in which ro hide,” says

Tom Counts. “Bur that's one of the main things Annerre and 1 like about the house.”

The 16 = 16" family room opens directly into the kitchen, Built-in
shelves and cabinets hold books, a TV, and audic equipment. The
Counts family eats all its meals at the Mission-inspired trestle table in the sunny breakfast
nook. The kicchen anchers the main living areas, opening into the family room

on one side and the dining room on the other (see plans).
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SITUATED QN ITS

OWN SEPARATE FLOOR

THE MASTER SUITE

S A WELCOME OASIS

OF CALM IN A BUSY

HOUSEHOLD
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The '-'5I.||'|I.' Tl ._:.r|'|||r.-_||_-|,! low-maintenance materials and kid rFII'I'I-..!l'!f finishes

throughour. Easy-care slate tile flooring was installed in the light-filled front enery

and extended o transition areas and outdoor thresholds, In the kitchen, granite-clad

countertops are not only artractive, but also impervious to most spills and stains
For the Counts family, comfort takes jpres edence over formal r.|I[1IL‘-|1I.'I_:;'1 and fam ¥
fixtures, “This isn't a precious house,” says Annetee. A family lives here. 1 don’t want

|H'“|'I"' o harve B0 WoOrry .-.i.w-c'-ll! ‘..|k|l'|_:: off therr shoes.”

#for product information, see page |62

With attic space eliminated, ceilings in the master suite follow the roaflines
and soar to |3 An 8 glass wall separates the whirlpool tub from the shower.
Clean, bright, and uncluttered, the 15" x 15" master bath features dual sinks,

plenty of under-counter storage, and a heated wowel rack

DE FAMILY-STYLE
sDisregard room labels. The homeowners transformed a little-used formal dining
room into a much-needed playroom. “l can always reclaim it when the kids are
older,” says Annette. ®Provide a nearby play area. Two sets of French doors on
the main level offer easy access to the backyard. eBalance style with function.

Although she loves her maple-sheathed Sub-Zero refrigerator, Annette wishes

she'd chosen a magnet-friendly model instead to display her children's artwork.
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